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REPORT OF COLLOQUIUM ON ONLINE COURSES

A colloquium on Online courses was arranged by St. Thomas College of Teacher
Education, Pala on 11® July 2018 as a professional development programme for the teaching
staffs. Dr. Lavina Dominic, Assistant Professor of St. Thomas College of Teacher Education,
Pala was the resource person.

SWAYAM is a program initiated by the Government of India and designed to achieve the
three cardinal principles of education policy: access, equity, and quality. The main objective
was to make the teaching staff aware that there is an opportunity to attend online courses,
which provides a chance to upgrade their knowledge and teaching skills.

In the colloquium, the main purpose of ARPIT (Annual Refresher Programme in
Teaching) was discussed. ARPIT aims to provide online refresher training to a large number
of higher education teachers across India to upgrade their knowledge and teaching skills
using the SWAYAM MOOC platform. The University Grants Commission (UGC)
recognizes the ARPIT certificate for career advancement of faculty. All faculty got an
awareness on how to join for a SWAYAM Course and make use of the available online

TESOurces.
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REPORT OF TWO-DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR CUM WORKSHOP ON 'TEACHING
LEARNING PLATFORMS FOR DIGITAL NATIVES'

The Two-Day National Seminar cum Workshop on 'Teaching Leaming Platforms for

Digital Natives' was organised by Society of Innovative Researchers and Academicians
(SIRA) in collaboration with UGC-HRDC, Thiruvananthapuram at St. Thomas College of
Teacher Education, Pala on 27th and 28th September 2018. 247 academicians, teachers,
tesearch scholars and students from different states of India participated in the seminar. There

were 117 paper presentations and special practical sessions on 'Registration and Use of
Online Courses'.

The first session on ‘Digital Initiatives in India’ and the aftemoon session on ‘Digital

Initiatives for 21st Century Learners’ were handled by Dr. G. Santhosh Kumar, Professor,
CUSAT. The participants reported high remarks on the session handled by Dr. G. Santhosh
r Kumar which threw light on the various aspects of digitalisation in the Indian Higher

Education Scenario. The paper presentations were conducted at seven venues and 117

participants from different streams of Education presented their papers. The session was very

informative and fruitful and emphasised different dimenions of digital technologies and its

impact on teaching learning process. The second day programmes commenced with paper

presentation session on 28th September 2018. This was followed by the presentation of
Theme Paper III, “Web Tools for Digital Classrooms’ by Dr. K. Thiyagu, Assistant Professor,
Central University of Kerala, Kasargod. The next sessions were also handled by Dr. K.
Thiyagu which provided Hands Own Experience and Practical Sessions on Registration and

use of Online Courses. This session was greatly appreciated by the participants as it provided

teaching and learning. Dr. T. C. Thankachan, Assistant Professor of St. Thomas College of
Teacher Education and President, SIRA introduced SWAYAM Online Courses to the
delegates. The session was highly informative as it acquainted the participants with the

innovative and integrated plan of Education introduced by UGC to improve Higher Education

] really constructive and functional opportunities for them to experience online tools for

in India. The Two Day National Seminar cum Workshop on 'Teaching Learning Platforms

for Digital Natives' was very informative and effective and met the standards of excellence.
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National Seminar cum Workshop on Teaching Learning Platforms for
Digital Natives - An IQAC initiative
27 & 28 September 2018
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Theme Paper presentation by Dr. K. Thiyagu, Assistant Professor, Department
of Education, Central University, Kerala
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